
              WELCOME TO HEARTLAND JUVENILE  
                         SERVICES ASSOCIATION’S 

                         24th CONFERENCE 
 

The Heartland Juvenile Services Association is pleased to welcome you to its 24th Conference!  This conference 
provides juvenile justice professionals and service providers with an excellent opportunity to receive training and 
information from nationally recognized speakers.   
  

CONFERENCE FEATURES, 
Welcome and Opening Session     10 Concurrent Workshops 
3 Keynote Sessions      Vendor Exhibit Hall 
Heartland Luncheon      Refreshments/Breaks 
Heartland Networking Reception    Pre-conference Workshop 
 

COOPERATING AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
The Heartland Juvenile Services Association would like to express its gratitude to the following cooperating agencies 
and organizations that have generously contributed funding, assistance, and support for this year’s conference: 
 
 

Positive Behavior Interventions & Support    Berniklau Education Solutions Team  
Nebraska Department of Education     Pathfinders Support Services 
Southern Peaks Regional Treatment Center    Provo Canyon School  
Motivate 2 Communicate, LLC     Omni Inventive Care 
Emily Schoffield        Camelot Transportation Inc. 
Cathedral Home for Children       Boys Town    
Heartland Boys Home         Dr. John Gaines     
Boys Town ROTC Color Guard      AmeriCorps RISE / Nebraska Probation 
Mike Donahue, Value Up      View Point Services  
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services   Omaha Home for Boys    
Sarpy County Juvenile Justice Center   Inclusive Communities 
Whitehall PRTF        Project Everlast 
CEDARS Kids       Sherwood Foundation 
Nebraska Family Hotline      Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility  
Goodwill Industries Youthbuild     Hilton Omaha 
Nebraska Supreme Court Judicial Branch Education   Education Rights Counsel   
Administrative Office of the Courts and Probation   Northeast Nebraska Juvenile Services 
Metro Community College       Uta Hallee Academy 
Grace Abbott Training and Supervision Academy- UNO   Nebraska Department of Corrections 
Grand Island Police Department     Brain Injury Alliance of Nebraska 
   
            

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR  
NEXT YEAR’S CONFERENCE  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

THE HEARTLAND JUVENILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION WANTS YOU 
TO BE PART OF OUR ORGANIZATION 

Your Attendance at the Heartland Conference Entitles You To 
Free Membership in the Association 



HEARTLAND JUVENILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Jeremy Hugins, President 
700 Fourmile Parkway  

Canon City, Colorado 81212  
Phone (719)-318-6495 

Email: jhugins@abraxasyfs.org 
 

April 11th, 2024 
 
Dear Conference Participants, 
 
On behalf of the Heartland Juvenile Services Association’s (HJSA) Board, it is my pleasure to welcome 
you to our 2024 Conference!  I commend and thank all of you who have dedicated your careers to the field 
of youth services. We hope that you will take advantage of this excellent opportunity to meet and establish 
new friendships with other professionals working in this field.  
 
The next day and a half will provide an excellent opportunity to learn and grow professionally through 
keynote speakers, training workshops, vendors, and by networking with other professionals.  Please feel 
free to attend the training workshops of your choice. Please join us for lunch on Thursday and a light 
breakfast on Friday. There will also be a networking reception on Thursday afternoon, immediately 
following our last speaker session. This is an informal event where you can network with other conference 
attendees and vendors as well as enjoy a beverage and appetizers. We will also be drawing for prizes 
throughout the conference. Please take a moment to visit with our vendors to learn about the services they 
provide.  The Vendor Exhibition Hall is open throughout the conference with refreshments being served in 
the morning and afternoon. 
 
The overall mission of the Heartland Juvenile Services Association is to enable juvenile service providers, 
members of the justice system, and personnel of juvenile detention centers, correctional facilities, staff 
secure programs, group homes, emergency shelters and other facilities/institutions throughout the heartland 
region of the United States to join together in mutual efforts to strengthen and improve residential and 
community-based services for youth and their families through the implementation of best practices.  The 
Heartland Juvenile Services Association continues to be committed to providing affordable, up-to-date 
training and information relevant to our profession.  At the end of the conference, we hope you walk away 
refreshed and energized to serve youth and their families.  
 
Please help us thank our platinum sponsors, Omni Inventive Care and Provo Canyon for their continued 
support and resources. We also want to thank our gold sponsors, Heartland Boys Home and Berniklau 
Education Solutions Team (B.E.S.T.) and our premium vendors, Boys Town, CEDARS Youth Services, 
and Camelot Transportation Inc, and all our other sponsors for helping us to make this another great 
experience.  
 
We encourage you to relax and enjoy the national and local experts who will be speaking to you. Please fill 
out the surveys for each session and tell us how we can provide you with the skills and tools you need to 
improve outcomes for our youth here in the Heartland. It is our pleasure to help people, help young people! 
It is great to see you all again! Welcome back everyone! 
 
Sincerely,  
Jeremy Hugins, President 
Heartland Juvenile Services Association 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE HEARTLAND JUVENILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
 STEERING COMMITTEE, 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THIS YEAR’S 24th CONFERENCE! 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for 
HJSA’S Networking 

Reception! 

 
Thursday, April 11th 

4:15-5:30 P.M. 
Vendor Exhibit Hall 

 
Enjoy complimentary 

refreshments, prizes, and fun! 
**Must be present to win** 

 



- OFFICIAL NOTICE -  
 

2024 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
HEARTLAND JUVENILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION 

 

Friday, May 10th, 2024, 10:00 a.m. via Zoom  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://nejudicial-

gov.zoom.us/j/83737297133?pwd=Nkt0NnhXNVBUQTNYNk
5LdHdoOEtzZz09&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 837 3729 7133  
Passcode: z3Dcc4  

 
- AGENDA - 

 
 
1. Call Meeting To Order / Introductions 
 
2. New Business 

• Election of Officers  
 
3. Old Business 

• Conflict of Interest Policy  
• NAM Requirements  

 
4. Heartland Juvenile Services Association 24th Conference 
 
 
5. Heartland Juvenile Services Association 25th Conference  
 
 
6. Adjourn Meeting 
 
 
Please Note:  The Heartland Juvenile Services Association’s Bylaws 
will be available for inspection at the Annual Meeting of the 
Membership. To receive a copy of the Bylaws, please see a Steering 
Committee Member.   
 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=zoom.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZWp1ZGljaWFsLWdvdi56b29tLnVzL2ovODM3MzcyOTcxMzM_cHdkPU5rdDBObmhYTlZCVVFUTllOazVMZEhkb09FdHpaejA5JmZyb209YWRkb24=&p=m&i=NjE0OGI2MjQ4MGY3ZjEwZTgzMjQxZWRj&t=a1g3VXo5SURDRW1mTEVsSEQ5ZTJnTmRRNk9od0hNdFB2RE9DMlpnS2c2VT0=&h=436b634b0f8c4d28866a828516df91f4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZ6teGJPRZsFvnKi_2pbL3s8fLMH1w9KCti2ncVTl7qew
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=zoom.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZWp1ZGljaWFsLWdvdi56b29tLnVzL2ovODM3MzcyOTcxMzM_cHdkPU5rdDBObmhYTlZCVVFUTllOazVMZEhkb09FdHpaejA5JmZyb209YWRkb24=&p=m&i=NjE0OGI2MjQ4MGY3ZjEwZTgzMjQxZWRj&t=a1g3VXo5SURDRW1mTEVsSEQ5ZTJnTmRRNk9od0hNdFB2RE9DMlpnS2c2VT0=&h=436b634b0f8c4d28866a828516df91f4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZ6teGJPRZsFvnKi_2pbL3s8fLMH1w9KCti2ncVTl7qew
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=zoom.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZWp1ZGljaWFsLWdvdi56b29tLnVzL2ovODM3MzcyOTcxMzM_cHdkPU5rdDBObmhYTlZCVVFUTllOazVMZEhkb09FdHpaejA5JmZyb209YWRkb24=&p=m&i=NjE0OGI2MjQ4MGY3ZjEwZTgzMjQxZWRj&t=a1g3VXo5SURDRW1mTEVsSEQ5ZTJnTmRRNk9od0hNdFB2RE9DMlpnS2c2VT0=&h=436b634b0f8c4d28866a828516df91f4&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZ6teGJPRZsFvnKi_2pbL3s8fLMH1w9KCti2ncVTl7qew


 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 

 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10th, 2024 

 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.       PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP- Emily Schoffield 
                  Hill 
          Big Girls DO Cry! Holding Space for the Emotional Experience of Teen Girls          
                                                           2 hrs (JJS) 

                              
THURSDAY, APRIL 11th, 2024 

 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.        CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 

7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.        VENDOR EXHIBITION     Vendor Exhibition 
  

8:15 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. WELCOME                      Grand Ballroom 
   PRESENTATION OF COLORS –Boys Town ROTC Color Guard
   OPENING REMARKS – Mike Donahue, Value Up 

                  

8:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. KEYNOTE SESSION:  Dr. John Gaines       Grand Ballroom 
  “Empowering At-Risk Youth: Strategies for Positive Outcomes!”              
                                1.5 hrs (JJS)
          

10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.                       BREAK    

10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.        CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 
 

T-1 Growth Resilience in At-Risk Youth: Grow Your Resiliency in Order to Inspire It in Youth          
1.5 hrs (JJS)                    Grand Ballroom 
 

T-2 Building Resiliency in Our Personal Lives and Workspaces  
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA)              Herndon 
 

T-3 Identifying and Engaging with Youth Who Self-Harm or Exhibit Suicide Risk                             
1.5 hrs (JJS, SA)                       Merchants 
 

T-4 Adolescent Brain Development 
1.5 hrs (JJS)                                  Hill   
 

T-5 Understanding Street Gang Affiliation, Mentality, and Culture 
1.5 hrs (JJS)                       Ballroom D 
            

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.          LUNCHEON:  Provided By HJSA       Grand Ballroom 
 

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.          CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS 
 

T-6 Effective Communication with At-Risk Youth: Tools for Connection and Engagement 
1.5 hrs (JJS)            Ballroom D 
 

T-7 Transition from the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline to a Local Behavioral Health, Mental 
Health & Suicide Prevention Crisis Line in Nebraska 
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA)           Merchants 
 

T-8 Drug Identification and Current Trends 
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA)                                 Ballroom E       
 

T-9 Intersection of Education and Juvenile Law 
1.5 hrs (JJS)                              Herndon 
 



T-10 Improv Skills for Professionals and Others Working with Justice Involved Youth and Juvenile 
Service Systems 
1.5 hrs (JJS, SA)                               Hill 
                     
2:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.                     BREAK  
 
2:45 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.  CLOSING SESSION:    

           “Nebraska Children’s Foundation and Project Everlast”             Grand Ballroom 
Staff and Youth Panel from Project Everlast                    1.5 hrs (JJS) 

 
4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Heartland Networking Reception  

 
FRIDAY, APRIL 12th, 2024 

 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.        CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.        CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST  
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.        VENDOR EXHIBITION 
 
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.        KEYNOTE SESSION:  

                                        “Understanding Our Identity and Bias”               3.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA) 
     Dominic Green and Amber Strozier                   Grand Ballroom 

 
     Criminogenic Continuing Education Credits in ( ) 

JJS = Juvenile Justice Services; SA = Standardized Model for the Delivery of Substance Abuse 
ABHS = Adult Behavioral Health Services for Probation 

 CEUs: 2 for Wednesday; 6 for Thursday and 3.5 for Friday 
VISIT THE VENDOR EXHIBITION HALL 

EXHIBITOR HOURS 
 

THURSDAY        7:30 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. 
FRIDAY            7:30 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

 

ALL REFRESHMENT BREAKS  
TO BE SERVED IN THE VENDOR EXHIBITION HALLWAY 

 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10th, 2024 

 6:30 P.M. TO 8:30 P.M. PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION  
Big Girls DO Cry! Holding Space for the Emotional Experience of Teen Girls  

2 hrs (JJS) 
Emily Schoffield              Hill  
Emily Schoffield has worked with at-risk youth for 20 years as a therapist and the Director of 
Clinical Services for Provo Canyon School. Emily graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Human 
Development from Brigham Young University. She then went on to earn a Master's Degree in 
Social Work from the University of Utah. This workshop refers to a recent study by the CDC 
which showed that 57% of adolescent girls reported persistent feelings of hopelessness and 
sadness. This alarming statistic is almost double that of adolescent boys. Emily will address the 
mental health crisis in teen girls. Current mental health trends will be discusses, as well as the 
reasons girls are struggling with feelings of sadness, hopelessness, and suicidality.  



THURSDAY, APRIL 11th, 2024 
8:45 A.M TO 10:15 A.M. 

KEYNOTE SESSION: Empowering At-Risk Youth: Strategies 
for Positive Outcomes 

 GRAND BALLROOM 
 

Dr. John Gaines   
       
John “Push” Gaines is a former at-risk kid turned CEO/Founder of nonprofit PUSH for Dreams, a Best-
selling author, renowned speaker, leadership consultant, and mentorship advocate.  Dr. Gaines has 
heartfelt enthusiasm for his audience and embraces crucial subject matter with a highly organic, kind-
hearted approach fueled by positivity and the intrinsic desire to unite communities.  
 
His message of pushing through adversity and defying the odds has transformed classrooms, school 
districts, and businesses across the nation. This keynote session will focus on empowering at-risk youth 
by highlighting strategies for positive outcomes. It emphasizes the importance of an individual’s belief in 
the potential of these youth. The session aims to explore practical ways to inspire and motivate at-risk 
youth.                1.5 hrs (JJS) 
 
 
BREAK 10:15 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. 

 

 
 

THURSDAY MORNING WORKSHOPS 
 10:30A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

 
SESSION T-1                          Grand Ballroom 

 

Growth Resilience in At-Risk Youth: Grow Your Resiliency in Order to Inspire It in Youth 
Dr. John Gaines        
 

This workshop by Dr. Gaines will be a practical workshop aiming to teach attendees how to foster resilience 
within themselves and inspire it in at-risk youth.  Participants will acquire practical skills and knowledge to 
enhance their personal resilience, and they will also learn ways to effectively inspire and guide at-risk youth in 
building resilience. 
1.5hrs (JJS) 
 
SESSION T-2                                    Herndon 
 

Building Resiliency in Our Personal Lives and Workspaces 
Greg Sunderman 
 
Greg Sunderman is a court staff trainer for the Nebraska Supreme Court’s Judicial Branch Education Division.  
Greg has a degree in Psychology and is a certified trainer of Real Colors Personality Testing and QPR Suicide 
Screening/Prevention program.  Greg regularly trains on topics of trauma recovery and resiliency.  This 
presentation examines ways to increase personal resiliency in our private lives and at work.  Warning signs and 
characteristics of compassion fatigue and vicarious trauma will be examined as well as self-care techniques that 
can increase resiliency and combat or alleviate symptoms of burn out. 
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA) 
 



SESSION T-3                         Merchants 
 

Identifying and Engaging with Youth Who Self-Harm or Exhibit Suicide Risk 
Ciara Warden 

 
Ciara Warden is a Licensed Independent Social Worker in the State of Iowa.  She is currently employed by the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha in the Grace Abbott School of Social Work and co-owns a private practice 
while working on her PhD in Gerontology.  At UNO, Ciara serves as a full-time faculty member and specializes 
in mental health issues surrounding the issue of suicide.  This training will provide a comprehensive 
introduction to the topic of self-harm, with a focus on reasons young people self-injure, ways to recognize self-
harm, and the triggers and predictors to self-harm.  Useful interventions and therapeutic modalities will also be 
discussed as well as an examination of the differences between non-suicidal self-injury and genuine suicide risk. 
As a result, participants will learn how to effectively assess suicide risk and develop a plan for safety.  
1.5 hrs (JJS, SA) 
  
SESSION T-4                       Hill 
 
Adolescent Brain Development 
Dr. Janee Pannkuk 
 

Dr. Janee Pannkuk has worked with justice involved juveniles and adults for over 30 years.  As a psychologist, 
she worked with the Nebraska Department of Corrections, as well as several non-profits. She currently serves as 
the Assistant Deputy Director for Reentry for the Nebraska Department of Corrections.  In this workshop, Dr. 
Pannkuk will provide strategies for professionals who work with justice involved youth, with an emphasis on 
youth who have experienced trauma during adolescence.  Participants will have an enhanced understanding of 
adolescent brain development, trauma, hyper-vigilance, and human connectivity on brain development. 
Strategies will be provided to support communication, de-escalation, supervision, and accountability. 
1.5 hrs (JJS) 
 
SESSION-T5                          Ballroom D 
 
Understanding Street Gang Affiliation, Mentality, and Culture 
Diante Jones 
 

Diante Jones is the founder of View Point Services, a gang intervention program which serves the gang 
population of Omaha, Nebraska.  Diante has personal experience living within the gang lifestyle, and he was 
fortunate to break free from the chains of the gang mentality.  Having worked with at-risk youth for over 17 
years, Diante’s experience has allowed him to help others understand what it takes to disconnect from gang 
involvement. Diante’s workshop will allow participants to better understand street gang culture, gang 
affiliations, code of conduct and tiered levels, and modern day indicators of street-gang affiliations.  He will 
also share an overview of his street-gang intervention program.        
1.5 hrs (JJS) 
 
 
 
 

 
JOIN US IN GRAND BALLROOM FOR LUNCHEON 

12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M. 
 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 
 1:00 P.M. TO 2:30 P.M. 

SESSION T-6   Ballroom D 
Effective Communication with At-Risk Youth: Tools for Connection and Engagement 
Dr. John Gaines 
This session by Dr. Gaines will focus on teaching effective communication strategies specifically tailored for 
interacting with at-risk youth.  Attendees will learn methodologies for connection and engagement to promote a 
better understanding of an individual’s needs and aspirations.  
1.5 hrs (JJS) 

SESSION T-7 Merchants 

Transition from the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline to a Local Behavioral Health, Mental 
Health & Suicide Prevention Crisis Line in Nebraska 
Kyle Kinney – Boys Town NE, Michelle Nunemaker – DHHS Division of Behavioral Health 
Kyle Kinney is a Licensed Mental Health Practitioner who serves as the program manager of the 988 NE Crisis 
Line and the Nebraska Family Helpline.  During his nearly 20-year career serving Nebraska, Kyle has provided 
support to children in the juvenile justice system, the child welfare and foster care system, at-risk students, and 
the children and families who remain outside “the system.”  Kyle completed his undergraduate work in 
Psychology at Grace University and his graduate work at Bellevue University, earning an M.S. in Human 
Services – Mental Health Counseling.  Presenting with Kyle is Michelle Nunemaker, who has dedicated her 
professional career to working with children, youth and families since graduating from the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln in 2004. Michelle works for DHHS Division of Behavioral Health and in 2021, Michelle was 
designated as the State Planner for the implementation of 988 in Nebraska. 

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline transitioned to 988 in July of 2022. Nebraska has administered this 
change and will continue enhancing this service as they move forward. 988 is a more robust, coordinated, 
statewide access point for any behavioral or mental health concern, with a three-digit number that is easier to 
remember. Join this session to learn more about what the 988 roll-out has meant for Nebraska, where they are 
heading with this service, and how you can get involved in building awareness for your clients’ utilization of 
988.   
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA) 

SESSION T-8               Ballroom E 
Drug Identification and Current Trends 
Wes Tjaden – Grand Island Police Department 
Wes Tjaden is a law enforcement officer in Grand Island, Nebraska with over a decade of experience providing 
drug education to law enforcement and service providers.  In this workshop, Wes will discuss types of 
commonly used drugs, forms of drug paraphernalia, current trends for youth and adults, and how to identify a 
drug impaired person. 
1.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA) 

SESSION T-9   Herndon 
Intersection of Education and Juvenile Law 
Lauren Micek-Vargas 
Lauren Micek-Vargas started her career in New York City as a special education teacher and development 
coach receiving her master’s degree in Secondary education and Special Education from Pace University. 
Seeing a gap in the system Lauren went on to complete her Law Degree at Creighton Law School then worked 



as an Assistant Public Defender with Douglas County focusing on juvenile law and criminal defense.  Lauren 
founded the Education Rights Counsel in 2017 and has grown it both in staff and recognition on the state level 
and has earned several outstanding awards.  Lauren will bring her expertise and experience in education and 
juvenile law together in this workshop where participants will enhance their understanding in the difference 
between federal and state laws governing education, to include ADA, 504, and IDEA.  Participants will be able 
to: identify a school’s responsibility when a student has a mental health diagnosis; understand the rules that 
regulate manifestation determinations and student discipline; and identify children who may need to be 
evaluated as dictated by “Child Find”.  Lauren wants to ensure practitioners will be able to have a general 
overview of special education law and be able to recognize issues of school responsibility as well as available 
resources for education and support staff.  
1.5 hrs (JJS) 
 
SESSION T-10               Hill 
 
Improv Skills for Professionals and Others Working with Justice Involved Youth and Juvenile Service 
Systems 
Mark Ward, Reed Campbell, and Dr. Mike Smith 
 
This is a fun, entertaining, and informative workshop where participants will learn and participate in improv 
exercises targeted at core skill areas of empathy, listening, non-verbal communication, growth, emotion, and 
well-being.  While improv is often thought of as funny, it is not always that way.  The core skills of improv are 
to know your audience and to ultimately connect with others “on stage” in real and meaningful ways.  This 
workshop will tend to be light-hearted and yes, funny too.  Participants will learn and practice communication 
skills associated with effective personal and professional relationships in complex situations including issues of 
low self-control, antisocial behaviors and thinking, problematic peer relationships, early developmental trauma, 
problems in education, and of leisure/recreation, and substance use.  These are all concerning variables with at 
risk and justice involved youth.  
1.5 hrs (JJS, SA) 
 

 

THURSDAY CLOSING KEYNOTE  
Nebraska Children’s Foundation and Project Everlast 

 2:45 P.M. TO 4:15 P.M.  
    GRAND BALLROOM 

 

Staff and Youth Panel from Project Everlast 
 

Project Everlast is a statewide, youth-led initiative that is committed to providing resources, connections, and 
support to young adults who have no family support.  Project Everlast’s young adult services help ensure a 
smooth transition to adulthood.  Their goal is to empower youth to build successful lives as independent 
adults. This session will consist of a small group youth panel.  Participants will have the opportunity to ask 
questions and have conversations so as to better understand the impact that various systems have had on 
youth, as well as what services, agencies, and programs positively influenced their transitions into 
adulthood.1.5 hrs (JJS) 
 

HEARTLAND NETWORK RECEPTION 
4:15 P.M. TO 5:30 P.M.                      

VENDOR EXHIBITION HALLWAY 

 



   Breakfast Friday Morning 
FRIDAY MORNING KEYNOTE  

Understanding Our Identity and Bias 
8:30 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 
GRAND BALLROOM 

Dominic Green and Amber Strozier 

Dominic Green has been with Inclusive Communities since 2020 and oversees the agency’s programmatic 
efforts. He went to college at the University of Nebraska Omaha and holds a bachelor’s degree in General 
Studies with an emphasis on music and secondary area in criminal justice. He is joined by Amber Strozier 
who is a Training Coordinator for Inclusive Communities.  

This workshop will help you understand multiple identities and how they all intersect with each other to 
create the lens through which we see and are seen by others.  Participants will start to understand how our 
identities and the way we are socialized can form our own biases and the way we interact with others.  

This Keynote Session will be provided in three parts. 

Part 1: Identities & Reflections: Participants will be able to understand the concept of personal and social 
identity, as well as how identity is constructed. 

Part 2: Life Experiences Activity:  In this activity participants will be asked a series of questions about life 
experiences they may or may not have had. Through this activity, participants will better understand how we 
often make assumptions and expectations about each other's more visible identities and understand the 
complex variable that make up an individual identities within a community.   

Part 3: Cycle of Socialization and Unconscious Bias: This final portion of the workshop will discuss four 
states of socialization and the relationship between these stages and learned thoughts and behaviors 
including discrimination.  Participants will understand how they are socialized to believe or act a certain way 
and how influence comes from many sources as well as processes for breaking cycles of thinking that are 
toxic.  Participants will also begin to understand how to recognize and deconstruct Unconscious Bias. 

3.5 hrs (JJS, ABHS, SA) 



  2024 HEARTLAND JUVENILE SERVICES ASSOCIATION STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

 
Jeremy Hugins, President 

Southern Peaks Regional Treatment Center-Canon City, CO 
 
 

Jerid Wedige, President Elect 
Office of Probation Administration; NE Judicial Branch-Lincoln, NE 
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Platinum Sponsor 

 

 
 
 
Omni works with individuals who have a 
significant impairment. Frequently it’s a 
behavioral or mental health impairment, 
and usually the impairments are layered 
and complex. We have found our niche 
working with people who have the most 

challenging and complex needs. 
 

 
 

5115 F St  
Omaha, NE 68117 

402-397-9866 
www.omniic.com  

 



Platinum Sponsor 
 

 

 
 
 

Provo offers complete and 
comprehensive treatment and learning 
experience to students. Provo Canyon 
School provides series based on four 
pillars of treatment, including Student 
Life, Academic, Clinical, and Medical. 

 
 
 
 
 

4501 North University Ave 
Provo, UT 84604 
1-800-848-9819 

www.provocanyon.com 

http://www.provocanyon.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HJSA is growing and looking for new Board 
members throughout the Heartland region! 

 
Our mission is to strengthen and improve residential 
and community-based services for youth and their 

families through the implementation of best practices. 
 

If you are interested in the opportunity to become an 
HJSA Board Member, please send an email with your 

information to hjsaonline@gmail.com. 



Gold Sponsors 
 

 
 

Heartland Boys Home 
914 Rd P, Geneva, NE 

(402) 759-4334 
 
 
 

 
Berniklau Education 

Solutions Team 
B.E.S.T. 

11401 S 70th St 
Lincoln, NE 

(402) 420-2888 
berniklaueducationsolutionsteam.com 

Among the Goals of the school, the student's development of respect for their 
level of accomplishment in education is a priority. Equally important is the 

growth in aspects of the students lives including successful social 
interactions team (B.E.S.T.) provides academic and behavioral programs as 

well as an array of services for students to assist them in their success. 
While students are working toward accumulating credits, they are also 

working on habits and skills to transition to public schools. 

https://berniklaueducationsolutionsteam.com/�


Premium Vendors 
 

 
 

Camelot Transportation Inc. 
103 S Railroad St Kearney 

(888) 452-3194 
(camelottransportation.net)  

Boys Town 
14100 Crawford Street, Boys Town, NE 68010 

(531) 355-1300 
www.Boystown.org 

CEDARS Youth Services 
6601 Pioneers Boulevard 

 Lincoln, NE 
 (402) 434-5437 

www.cedarskids.org 

http://www.camelottransportation.net/home.html
http://www.boystown.org/
http://www.cedarskids.org/


Thank you to all 
of our sponsors 

   
 

General Vendors 
 

 
 
 
                    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Whitehall PRTF 
5900 Walker Avenue Lincoln, NE 68507 

(402) 471-6969 
 

Uta Halee Academy 
10625 Calhoun Road Omaha, Nebraska 68112  

(402) 905-9600 
https://utahaleeacademy.com/ 

Cathedral Home 
4989 N 3rd Street, Laramie, WY 82072 

(307) 745-8997 
www.cathedralhome.org 

 

Omaha Home for Boys  
4343 N 52nd St. Omaha, NE 68104  

(402) 457-7000 
https://ohb.org/ 

Nebraska Family Helpline 
(888) 866-8660 

www.nebraskafamilyhelpline.ne.gov 

AmeriCorps RISE / Nebraska Probation 
521 S 14th St, 5th floor. Lincoln, NE 68508  

(402) 309-6465 
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/probation/juvenil

e-probation-services-division/rise 

Brain Injury Alliance of Nebraska 
P.O. Box 22147, Lincoln, NE 68542  

402-423-2463 
    Brain Injury Alliance of Nebraska (biane.org) 

http://www.cathedralhome.org/
https://ohb.org/
http://www.nebraskafamilyhelpline.ne.gov/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=nebraska.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXByZW1lY291cnQubmVicmFza2EuZ292L3Byb2JhdGlvbi9qdXZlbmlsZS1wcm9iYXRpb24tc2VydmljZXMtZGl2aXNpb24vcmlzZQ==&p=m&i=NjE0OGI2MjQ4MGY3ZjEwZTgzMjQxZWRj&t=TDhIQU1NYXpMRXhVQ2pIbFo5T3VqSjFUWllvcTBZalJvdWgrOE8rZEErMD0=&h=c7a2dce9a5b343529f09a8daec056824&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbnDu4RE2WZ00rNxOuyRdPd0KzTfjof9ReGXBd6P4sjSA
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=nebraska.gov&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXByZW1lY291cnQubmVicmFza2EuZ292L3Byb2JhdGlvbi9qdXZlbmlsZS1wcm9iYXRpb24tc2VydmljZXMtZGl2aXNpb24vcmlzZQ==&p=m&i=NjE0OGI2MjQ4MGY3ZjEwZTgzMjQxZWRj&t=TDhIQU1NYXpMRXhVQ2pIbFo5T3VqSjFUWllvcTBZalJvdWgrOE8rZEErMD0=&h=c7a2dce9a5b343529f09a8daec056824&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbnDu4RE2WZ00rNxOuyRdPd0KzTfjof9ReGXBd6P4sjSA
https://biane.org/
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