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What is a Developmental Disability?

A severe, chronic disability, including an intellectual disability, other
than mental illness which:

Als attributable to a mental or physical impairment
A Manifested before the age of 22
Als likely to continue indefinitely

A Resultsin substantial functional limitations in each of the three areas of adaptive
functioning (conceptual, social and practical skills)

A Reflects the need for a combination and sequence of special services and supports
or other forms of assistancethat are lifelong

As defined in Neb. Rev. St883-1205
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Who Can Diagnose a DD?

The diagnosis can only be given by a PhD and cannot be given by a psychiatrist

Licensed Psychologist Medical Doctor

A developmental disability assessment
should include all that apply :

A Intellectual assessment

A Adaptive assessment

A Autism spectrum

A Other impairing conditions
A Impressions

A DSM5 diagnosis
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A medical diagnosis of a developmental
disability may include:

A cerebral palsy

A spina bifida

A genetic disorders




How is DD Diagnosed?

ATo receive a diagnosis of developmental disability an individual must have significant
limitations in both:

A Intellectual functioning
A Adaptive behavior

A Have onset before the age of 22
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Intellectual Functioning

IQ Score Distribution
A Diagnosis requires

significant limitations in
cognitive functioning
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Intellectual Functioning

Classificatior
Below Average
Borderline

Functioning

Mild 5069

Disability

Moderate 3549

Disability

Severe 20-34

Disability

Profound Under

Disability
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Range Features
8089 1

70-79 9

Able to achieve normal functioning

May have difficulty managing everyday demands
Able to achieve employment and independenc/

May require assistance

Able to care for self and obtain employment
Do best with support

Grade equivalent'3-6"" grade
b2GAOSIFotS RSftle&a
Able to learn simple life skills and employme
tasks

Require more supports for success

Able to learn some selfare

Remain dependent on others

Basic tasks including language are difficult to learn

Heavily dependent on others
May struggle learning simple tasks

A Less than 14% of the population
fall within the borderline

functioning category

A Particularly difficult because they

fall in the gap
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A 85% of people with a
developmental disability fall
within the Mild Category
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Conceptual Skills

A Language

A Literacy

A Money

ATime

A Number concepts
A Self-direction

Social Skills

Alnterpersonal skills

A Social responsibility

A Self-esteem

A Gullibility

A Naiveté

A Social problem-solving

A Ability to follow rules, laws
and avoid being victimized

Practical Skills

A Activities of daily living
A Personal care

A Occupational skills

A Healthcare

A Travel/transportation

A Schedule/routines

A Safety

A Use of money

A Use of the telephone
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